
Building a 
classroom 

culture
with Personalized Questions

Jeremy Jordan



•Teacher since 2006 
•2016 FLAM Teacher of the Year 
•“Señor Jordan” Videos 
•Started using TPRS® in 2010

About me:



•Teach Spanish 
•It’s my job 

•Get to know my students 
•Learn their names 
•Help them navigate school 
•Help them be a part of class 
•Help them learning Spanish 
•Better classroom management! 

•My first years teaching…

My Goals!



What I found…

Teaching  
Spanish

Building  
community



How did I do this?
•TPRS® Training in 2010! 
•*Disclaimer* anything I do in my classes  
is via the skills I’ve learned with TPRS® 
•TPRSbooks.com $100 off training  
with code: SRJORDAN (expires 3/31/2021) 



Personalized Questions 
and Answers (PQA)
•Ask a question 
•Receive an answer from student (help as needed) 
•Report student’s answer to the class 
•Ask follow-up questions 
•Example… 
•Notice, general to more specific and how  
much more interesting it gets in the specific



What can be PQA’d?
•ANYTHING!



1. Weekend Chat
•Think about something that you  
did during your weekend 
•Think about language that you wanted 
to “cover” 
•Start asking questions (general to specific)



1. Weekend Chat
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2. News stories
•Think about something that you  
heard about recently 
•How could you personalize that? 
•Start asking questions (general to specific)



3. Song lyrics
Jealous of your eyes when you look at another girl 
I'm jealous, jealous 
Jealous of your hands when you hug another girl 
I'm jealous, jealous 

When you meet someone 
When you walk with someone 
When I feel happy 
I am jealous, I am jealous… 

Celos - Fanny Lu



Jealous of your eyes when you look at another girl 
I'm jealous, jealous 
Jealous of your hands when you hug another girl 
I'm jealous, jealous 

When you meet someone 
When you walk with someone 
When I feel happy 
I am jealous, I am jealous… 

Celos - Fanny Lu

3. Song lyrics



4. Novels/readers

Available at TPRSbooks.com

http://TPRSbooks.com


4. Novels/readers

Available at:  
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sr-Jordan

Also available in French 
and German
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5. Funny Pictures
•How could you personalize these? 
•Start asking questions (general to specific)



6. Funny video
•Youtube: “Foto Pa'l Face”

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU-cori12KU


7. Personal Photos

 

•Have students pick a photo 
•Or have them send you their background  
on their phones to talk about, guess,  
ask questions 
•Start asking questions (general to specific)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU-cori12KU


8. Cultural topics

 

•Think of a cultural topic 
•What sort of questions could you ask  
the class to lead them to a cultural topic? 
•Start asking questions (general to specific)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU-cori12KU


9. Story Scripts

 

•Think of language in the story. 
•Think about language that you wanted 
to “cover” 
•Start asking questions (general to specific)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU-cori12KU


10. Súper Lápiz 

 

• Included with Voces!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU-cori12KU


Episode 3

What are some questions  
you could ask your students?



Episode 4

What are some questions  
you could ask your students?



10. Súper Lápiz 

 

• Included with Voces!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU-cori12KU


What can PQA  
be used for?
•Pre-teaching 
•During lesson (refocus attention) 
•The entire lesson



Advanced PQA Skills
•Ask questions YOU care about the answers to 
•Go where the class seems interested 
•Explore rabbit holes 
•Ask open-ended questions 
•Be ok with students asking follow-up questions 
•Dramatize a scene you’ve created 
•Think about how you could say things with  
high frequency language and cognates 
•Be open to fiction (build trust) 
•Compare and contrast to yourself and others



•Pictures 
•Memes 
•Jokes 
•Comics 
•Readers/Novels 
•Videos 
•Music 
•Readings 
•Weekend chat 
•Viral videos

•Video Games 
•Commercials 
•News 
•Movies 
•Cultural Lessons 
•Art 
•Props 
•Your Interests 
•Student’s interests 
•And more!

What can you Personalize?



Remember!

Teaching  
Language

Building  
community



What’s So  
Super About

?
5:00pm Eastern Sunday



Building a 
 classroom culture

@señorjordan

jeremy@senorjordan.com

www.profesoranonimo.blogspot.com

with Personalized Questions

mailto:jeremy@xn--seorjordan-u9a.com
http://www.profesoranonimo.blogspot.com

